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tive of this voyage was a valuable contribu-
tion to geographic and scientific knowledge.
He was knighted for his services. In 1848
he made an unsuccessful expedition to Baffin's
Bay, in search of Sir John Franklin. In
1856 he was made rear-admiral. See north
polar exploration; south polar explo-
ration.
EOSSETTI, christina georgina (1830-
1894), an English poet, the sister of Dante
Gabriel Rossetti, was born in London, and
educated at home. Her main interests were
religion and poetry, and she lived a quiet,
retiring life, devoting her time to literary
pursuits. Many of her best poems are dis-
tinctly religious in tone, but they are also
noteworthy for their revelation of the beauty
in the world. Critics agree in ranking her
next to Elizabeth Barrett Browning among
the English women writers of the nineteenth
century. Goblin Market and Other Poems,
The Prince's Progress and Other Poems and
A Pageant and Other Poems contain most of
her works. Up Hill is probably her most
popular poem.
EOSSETTI, gabriel, charles dante
(1828-1882), better known as Dante Gabriel,
an English painter and poet, born in Lon-
don, the son of an Italian patriot, who was a
refugee in England and a professor in Ox-
ford. He- early showed a genius for art>
studied in the Royal Academy and later be-
came a pupil of Ford Madox Brown. His
intensity of feeling in both painting and
poetry gathered around him a small group of
painters, among whom were Holman Hunt,
Thomas Woolner, Millais and others, who
founded the so-called Pre-Raphaelite Brother-
hood, with Rossetti as their leader. This
group advocated a return to the purity and
idealism of the old masters before Raphael,
and their effort was to ennoble art and to
give their work sincerity. Other painters
who have continued the practice of these
principles are called Pre-Raphaelites (which
see). In 1849 Rossetti exhibited his painting
of the Girlhood of Mary Virgin; but his
later works, numerous as they were, were
rarely seen by the public until the posthu-
mous exhibition of a collection of hi^. paint-
ings in 1883 at the Royal Academy. His
principal paintings are Dante's Dream, Salu-
tation of Beatrice, Dying Beatrice, La Pia,
Proserpine, Sibylla Palmifera, Monna Vanna,
and Venus Verticordia. In most of his pic-
tures he has represented the face of his wife,
 to whom he was very devoted. His subjects
are generally religious or mystical and reveal
wonderful imaginative sentiment and wealth
of color.
As a poet Rossetti takes high rank. At
the age of twenty he wrote his most famous
poem, The Blessed Damosel, a rare com-
bination of simplicity and spirituality. It is
considered to represent the aims and ideals
of the Pre-Raphaelite School, both in litera-
ture and art. My Sister's Sleep, another of
his early poems, is also of rare merit. Be-
sides these, The House of Life, The King's
Tragedy and Other Ballads, and Dante at
Verona include most of his poems. In 1861
he published The Early Italian Po>ets, a series
of translations afterwards reissued under the
title of Dante and His Circle.
EOSSINI, rohs se'ne, gioachino antonio
(1792-1868), an Italian composer born at
Pesaro. He wrote many comic and serious
operas, all of those by which he is most wide-
ly known appearing before he was thirty
years old. The best known of his operas are
The Barber of Seville, Othello, William Tell,
Semiramide, Ermione, Moses in Egypt and
Lady of the Lake. Perhaps his most famous
work is Stabat Mater. Before be had reached
middle life, Rossini had become one of the
best-known composers of his day, but his in-
dolence and vanity caused his popularity to
wane rapidly. He resided at different times
in London, Paris, Naples, Florence and
Bologna, and died in comparative obscurity.
EOSTAND, rohstahN', edmond (1869-
1918), a French dramatist and poet, and
author of a celebrated play Cyrano de Ber-
gerac, was born at Marseilles. He was the
son of a great journalist, and his early writ-
ings showed his skill and ability. His first
play, a comedy, was produced in paris in
1894, and was very successful. Cyrano was
translated into English and several other lan-
guages, and was produced in the leading
cities of Europe and America. His next
famous play was Chantecler, a fantasy of
bird and animal life, which was eminently
successful. Rostand was elected a member
of the French Academy in 1902.
ROSWELL, rahiwel, N. M., the county
seat of Chaves County, 230 miles northeast
of El Paso, on the Pecos, Berrendo, Spring
and Hondo rivers, and on the Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Pe Railroad, built to the
city in 1900. There is a Carnegie Library, a
courthouse, a Federal building, a hospital and

